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BOOK REVIEWS 477 

Morals: The Psycho-Sociological Basis of Ethics. By G. L. 
Duprat. New York: Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1903. Pp. 382. $1.50. 

Professor Duprat aims at avoiding the a priori and abstract philo- 
sophical speculations with which the student of ethics has been deluded 
too long. For these he would substitute a study of the facts and principles 
of the moral life based upon the results of the more recent investigations of 
psychology and sociology. With the general aim of the book one finds 
himself in entire agreement. The scientific method which, during the 
last half century, has revolutionized one discipline after another has at last* 
brought itself forcibly into the field of ethics. It is safe to say that, for the 
future, although ethical speculations will have the same interest for the 
human mind that metaphysic has always possessed, nevertheless, this 
speculation will be founded upon a more thorough investigation of the 
movements of moral principles, individually and racially, than has here- 
tofore been the case. 

Aside from its general aim, the volume is entirely unsatisfactory and 
comparatively useless as a text-book. Professor Duprat loads down his 
investigation with a large amount of the metaphysical speculation which 
he wishes to avoid. The positive scientific analysis, on the other hand, is 
altogether too meager and unsystematic. The style, moreover, is too 
dry and prosaic to permit of the essay ever being made one to interest and 
to instruct the type of mind to which (fortunately or unfortunately) the 
college instructor must address himself. 

It is much to be regretted that in the field of morals there is no single 
volume which does for ethics what James's books have accomplished so 
successfully for psychology. 

S. F. MacLennan. 

Oberlin College, 
Oberlin, O. 



